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Chapter 22 – Section 1
The Economy – Africa South of the Sahara

Narrator: Nandabe Jafari is a subsistence farmer in eastern Uganda. A beneficiary of the country’s fabled fertility, but beyond that is a sobering story; Jafari says he finds it harder as time passes to make ends meet. To buy a kilo of sugar he has to sell much more of his produce now than he did some years ago. And in this country that’s been so afflicted by AIDS the burdens of care today, have left Jafari and his wife looking after their grandchildren, nephews and nieces. Their own children are all dead.  “Look at me now,” he says, “I look horrible my appearance shows how poor I am, I can't do what I used to do, my health is failing and one of the most worrying things is the difficulty raising money for the children’s schooling.” And it’s because of this, says Gali Sherif, one of the children they look after is at home today and not at school for want it seems of the cost of a packet of paper required for his class work.

The older generations look back to a time when farmers cooperatives were strong here, giving them a foothold in the cash economy. They went the way of the country, rapidly down hill during the Idi Amin years and afterwards.

Male Speaker: Had you come here and seen what we see around you it would have looked like a dense jungle. There were weeds everywhere. There was no proper roads. There was very little here and I think a lot of….

Narrator: Nikesh Madhvani describes the condition of their sugar estate when the family firm was invited back to Uganda in the mid 80s. His grandfather started doing business here in the 1920s. After Idi Amin expelled the Asians this huge estate virtually reverted to bush. Today the Madhvani’s are the biggest private employers in the country their interest also include steel, tea, tourism.  

Jafari’s own world is more secure physically than in the past and on that basis Yoweri Museveni still has his support that seems to be widely true of Uganda’s rural areas, but the households livelihood is far from secure. So vulnerable that whether a child goes to school can depend on the sale of one liter of milk from the family cow.

The strategies in more recent times may have been different but one thing's become clear extreme poverty will not be wiped out if the small farmers the life blood of Africa are neglected.
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