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Chapter 22 – Section 2
People and Their Environment – Africa South of the Sahara

Narrator: A remote African coast, all but forgotten by the outside world. Abandoned by colonial settlers then isolated by war, time has stood still in northern Mozambique.  Fishing is still done in the traditional way, men go out on dows, women trawl the shallow waters. Families rely on what the sea provides, but the beauty masks desperate poverty. Here one in three children die before their fifth birthday.

What’s unusual is that these communities live in a national park, so on the one hand you’ve got a growing human population and people are building houses they’re clearing more land for farming on the other hand you’ve got big dangerous wild animals like lions and elephants living out in the bush just around the villages so the potential for conflict is very real.

Mozambique’s wild life is slowly recovering from the war, but it is shy and elusive. Most visitors are lucky just to catch a glimpse. But local people say wild life is dangerous and destructive. Kashimo Silliman is a farmer with a large family to feed, elephants raid his crops and last week they crashed into his hut.

Translator: I feel helpless; I’ve got no defense against these elephants.

Narrator: Park officials are showing villages how to protect crops, elephant dung mixed with chili seeds, chili bombs, its low tech but elephants hate the smell and keep their distance. But slash and burn farming is destroying elephant’s habitat leaving a wasteland. Environmentalists say that it’s only when people feel they own their natural resources that they start to care for them.

Male Speaker: It will motivate people to feel that this is, we have to use this sustainability but by the time that they feel it, it doesn’t belong to them, it belongs to nobody. I think there is no control so what people will do is to think about today not tomorrow.

Narrator: In pursuit of an elusive dream, there’s a long way to go before man and environment live in harmony, but if it works here it could just be a model for all of Africa.
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