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Chapter 23 – Section 1
The Land – South Asia


Male Narrator: The Ganges flows more than a thousand kilometers to the Bay of Bengal, but it has its origins high up in the Himalayas. August, the height of the monsoon, warm moist air from the ocean crashes against the icy barrier of the mountains; it’s then that the fury of the floods begin. All along the Himalayas, rivers erupt from the foothills like muddy Champagne. At peak flow, the rivers carry nearly a billion gallons of water to the sea every second. Even elephants have difficulty standing against the flood. The rivers burst their banks and flood waters spread far and wide. Four hundred million people live on the plains of northern India and Bangladesh. The floods kill hundreds every year, but as the waters recede they leave behind their gift of precious silt and in the few places where people haven’t settled, the silt also nourishes a fertile haven for wildlife. Big animals like wild buffalo and rhino cope better with the flood water than people do. Tigers thrive in this water world.
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