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Chapter 24 – Section 1
India – Cultural Geography

Narrator: Cochin, now known as Kochi encapsulates India’s history. It goes a long way to explaining why travelers from all over the globe were drawn to this magical place. Over the years they came here, made their mark and left. This has been a great trading port for over 2000 years. Different nations, different people have battled to control this port and they have traded here. Phoenicians, Egyptians, Arabs, Chinese, Portuguese, Dutch and the British, and the commodity they were battling over was something more precious than gold, spice. Cochin was at the center of the crossroads of the international spice trade making it one of the most important places on Earth. A place worth fighting for, worth dying for, to possess, to control, and here we have some of the local spices, such value, here’s ginger. Oh how lovely. Tastes wonderful. This warehouse smells fantastic. Now these spices were so valuable because they made life not just only enjoyable, fortunately in many ways possible, they gave flavor to food.  But they also made it possible to preserve food. So important, preserved food one had resources in store, one could do other things you want in life create art for example. There’s one more intriguing legacy of Cochin’s role as a hub of the international spice trade. These amazing engineered structures are fishing nets, nets are lowered into the water and with counter weights are brought up again, happens during the day and then the booms come up the nets are meant to be full of fish not too many in them tonight but that’s how they work. Now they’re called Chinese fishing nets because this type of contraption occurs here in Cochin and in China nowhere else in the world, so it confirms the Chinese presence here in the 14th century certainly in the early 15th century.
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