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Chapter 24 – Section 2
Pakistan and Bangladesh – Cultural Geography

Male Speaker #1: For the past 50 years this journey has been dreamt of but impossible, the main route through the Kashmir Valley, severed by the war following partition, which divided territory and separated families. For passenger Hajji Naseerdin Khan, it’s the end of a five-decade wait. Born in what’s now Pakistan controlled Kashmir. He’s making his first trip back there since childhood.  He can see the front here from his balcony. Now finally he will cross it.
Your father is buried there?
Male Speaker #2: Yes my father is buried there and my grandfather is buried there, I am the only man who was here on this side.
Male Speaker #1: You have never seen their grave.
Male Speaker #2: Oh I have never seen.
Male Speaker #1: But not everyone wants this bus link to succeed. On the eve of the journey, militants opposed to the peace process, attacked the very building where Hajji and his fellow passengers were being protected. Remarkably they all escaped alive, so this morning a mood of celebration and defiance.

For the passengers this is an extraordinary act of bravery. For Islamic militants have vowed to turn these busses into coffins on wheels, rarely has a simple bus journey been surrounded by so much fear and carried so many hopes. The historic crossings took place at the frontier dividing this disputed territory. For decades a dangerous no man’s land, today a path to reunion. No wonder they’re so joyous. They’re the first to make this journey for more than 50 years. This evening Hajji got the chance to meet the relatives he’s never seen at the climax of a five-hour journey and the end of a lifelong wait.
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