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Chapter 24 – Section 3
Nepal, Bhutan, Maldives, and Sri Lanka – Cultural Geography

Narrator: For more than two centuries Kandi was the capital of the island’s independent Buddhist kingdom. Sri Lanka has the oldest continuous Buddhist history in the world, going back as far as the second century B.C. I’ve come to see the shrine, which contains one of Buddha’s teeth. When the Buddha was cremated in about 540 B.C., it is said, that four of his teeth were extracted from the funeral pyre, three of his teeth went to other worlds, one was kept in this world, and since the fourth century A.D. it has been in Sri Lanka. A thing of great power, of great national pride, and people have come today to worship it.

Well, I didn’t see the tooth, didn’t really think I would be able to, only shown on very, very, very rare occasions, but the casket which holds it is an astonishing object. It’s in the form of a bell shaped stupa, sort of a miniature magic mountain and is encrusted with jewels and draped over with pearls, offerings from kings and queens. There are seven caskets, one within the other we see the outer one seven caskets, but the eighth thing being the tooth itself. Eight, very important number in the Buddhist, eight principles of Buddhism correct behavior, correct prayer, correct meditation, these are the way to achieve nirvana to escape the cycle of birth and rebirth to get away from this wicked world.
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