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Chapter 26 – Section 1
The Land – East Asia

Male Narrator: Japan is one of the most dramatic and beautiful places on earth.  Japan is an archipelago, a chain of islands extending along the eastern coast of Asia in the Pacific. The country is dominated by four main islands. The far north is on the same latitude as Montreal and it stretches to Kyushu, which is as far south as Miami. According to legend these Japanese islands were created by Gods, who dipped a jeweled spear into a muddy sea and formed solid earth from its droplets. As a geologist, my view is no less poetic or dramatic.

The earth is like a cracked boiled egg. Its surface is made up of a series of plates called tectonic plates. There’s a huge one that covers the Pacific and around its edges, the Pacific Rim, are incredibly violent forces.

A zone of catastrophic earthquakes and volcanoes, known as a ring of fire is created as a Pacific plate literally floats around on the earth’s viscous interior moving against the surrounding plates.
With this tofu, I am going to show you how Japan came to be in the danger zone situated in the scene of a massive collision, on the one side two ocean plates, the Philippines in the Pacific, which are moving westward at about seven to eight centimeters a year towards the Asian continental plate on the other side. Because the ocean plates are denser heavier they push down underneath the continental one. As they sink deeper beneath it, it pushed the continental plate up into a ridge.
I am heading to central Honshu to what are known as the Japanese Alps in search of clues. The alps, both here and in Europe are relatively young in geological terms and they are still being pushed up by a lot of buckling and warping, but there hasn’t been enough time for them to be eroded, warn down smoothed and leveled by the weather.  That’s why they’re still sharp and steep.
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