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Chapter 27 – Section 2
Japan – Cultural Geography

Narrator: Having been spared the bombs of the Second World War the Japanese city of Kyoto remains one of the most beautiful and traditional parts of the country and Kyoto is also the training ground for one of the most feminist symbols of Japan, Miko.

In a custom that stretches back over 300 years, Miko celebrates the traditional role of a Japanese woman with grace, poise and elegance.

A Miko is the ultimate gentlewoman, who’s only to happy to entertain people with her skills of singing, dancing and music.

The Kimono is part of Japan’s traditional costume, they’re made up of many layers of tightly bound fabric and Miko wear them every day. The Kaburenjo is like a western style finishing school where girls learn the art of entertaining along side etiquette and manners. Once a Miko graduates she’s given a job for life and earns huge respect in the community.

My next lesson involved learning to play a traditional Japanese drum called a tsuzumi.  There was a time when many Japanese girls wanted to be a Miko, but today the Miko tradition is much less popular.
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