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Chapter 28 – Section 1
The Economy – East Asia


Narrator: Welcome to Forest Manor. This is Shanghai’s latest fantasy land for those with a couple of million to spare. These extravagant mansions are the brainchild of developer Ng Teng Chun.

Translator: Even we’ve been surprised he tells me, we didn’t believe China could change so fast.  Shanghai seems to change every week, people are making money and they want to enjoy it. 
Narrator: People like Xhao Din. Fifteen years ago all he owned was a few sewing machines, now he’s a multi-millionaire. His fortune has been built on textiles and his story is the story of China. From nowhere 20 years ago, China has risen to become the world’s biggest producer and exporter of clothing. In the past, he says you had no choice but to work for the state all your life. Now if you’ve got ambition you can start your own company, there’s nothing to stop you. The other key to China’s success is its vast army of poor workers, 700 million of them.

The workers here at Mr. Xhao’s plant are clearly well looked after, unfortunately that’s not the case for millions of other factory workers in China. In fact, just a few hundred meters from the factory gates here, there are workers from other plants who tell a very different story.

It’s one of squalor and hardship. There’s no Social Security in China. Independent trade unions are banned, Dioxi sells pancakes here from her little stall on a street corner, but for years she worked in a textile mill. Fifteen hours a day with only one day off a month. Finally she’d had enough. I asked the boss for one day off to see my son she says, I hadn’t seen him for a year, but he refused. That was it. I thought even collecting rubbish is better than working in this factory. Still millions of rural migrants continue to flood into China’s cities looking for work. China’s wealth is growing but so are its divisions.
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