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Chapter 28 – Section 2
People and Their Environment – East Asia

Male Narrator: At first sight it doesn’t look very big, but take a look at the digger, a mile and a half across the Three Gorges Dam is the world’s biggest construction site.

Male Speaker: When this dam is finished it will be by quite some margin the world’s largest hydroelectric power station and to give you an idea what that means.  It will be able to produce the equivalent amount of electricity as 10 nuclear power plants. For the Chinese government that’s obviously very good news. That’ll be cheap, clean electricity for China’s surging economy, but there’s another side to the story of this dam and that is its immense cost.

That cost lies upstream in the vast area that has been flooded. The Three Gorges Reservoir would stretch from London to Edinburgh. More than a million people here lost their homes. People like the Han family.

He doesn’t know where his house is. He reckons, okay, over by the boat there, over by the boat there is where his house used to be.

What’s left of their hometown is now officially abandoned, but we found people still living here. I asked this man why they’d been left behind.
Translation: If you are old like her, he says, or poor like me you’re stuck here. It’s only people who work for the government who were given new homes. 
Male Speaker: It’s a story that’s being repeated across the valleys of western China. Professor Feng Shou takes me to see another of the hundreds of new dams that are under construction. He says this dam building frenzy isn’t just ruining lives, it’s an environmental disaster. 
Translation: Take this dam he says. Because of deforestation the river is full of silt.  Now all that silt will get trapped behind the dam. In less than a hundred years it will be full up then what’ll we do? 
Male Speaker: But the immediate cost is human. He shows me what used to be his fields. Soon they will be flooded and his livelihood gone. He feels angry and betrayed. The government doesn’t care about us he says. No one has come to help us. They are not bothered by what happens to us ordinary people. 
This is China’s dilemma. How does it generate clean energy without destroying the environment and people’s life?
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