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Chapter 29 – Section 1
The Land - Southeast Asia


Narrator: My first stop the Batu Islands, are 60 miles away from their neighbor Sumatra. Very few ferries make the journey here leaving the people here relatively isolated from the outside world. My guide Imalia, explained they don’t get many visitors here. They’re very excited
Female Speaker: They’re very excited; the first time maybe they see foreigners.

Narrator: You think the first time?

Female Speaker: I think so.

Narrator: Really, it’s quite surprising in a way because it really is so stunningly beautiful here. At first glance the islands are a palm covered tropical paradise surrounded by coral lagoons. It would be perfect for tourists, if only they could get here. With little contact with the outside world the people here live a subsistence lifestyle. One of their main sources of food is fish, and the men took me out to find dinner. We were off to do some futabu, the local method of fishing. You futabu, I will futabu. We will futabu together. Futabu involves all the men from the village surrounding a lagoon and then herding the fish towards the shore in an ever decreasing circle. It actually worked. Our main catch were the brightly colored parrot fish whose colors match the coral they graze. They may have caught enough fish for the evening meal but there was no escaping the isolation and poverty here.
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