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Chapter 29 – Section 2
Climate and Vegetation – Southeast Asia


Narrator: Megapodes and all the other strange wildlife of New Guinea live in one of the last great rainforests on Earth. The islands trees cover 700,000 square kilometers, making this the largest unspoiled tropical rainforest outside Amazonia and the Congo Basin. Because of its position between Asia and Australia the island has a mixture of plants from both continents and from the spores and seeds that first arrived; they have now evolved into well over 20,000 different species. In the warm, wet equatorial climate vegetation runs riot. So high is the humidity that clouds form right in among the trees. New Guinea lies in the Equatorial Zone, surrounded by a warm tropical sea so it receives plenty of rain. Parts of the interior have over 10 meters of it every year, about 10 times more than the British Isles. Because so much of the island is built of soluble limestone, water has been a major force in shaping its dramatic landscapes. This cast scenery is water worn. The rock has been partially dissolved away creating vertical walls and jagged spires. But above the tree line the last vestiges of tropical life are left behind. This landscape is more reminiscent of Scotland, Norway or New Zealand than of an island almost on the equator. There’s just bog, tussock grass and tundra and on the highest mountain of all just snow and ice. This is Mount Jaya, at 4884 meters the highest peak between the Andes and the Himalayas. It makes New Guinea the tallest island in the world and the only tropical one to support glaciers.
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