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Chapter 30 – Section 2
Island Southeast Asia – Cultural Geography

Male Speaker #1: Borobudur is now seen as one of the wonders of the world.  It’s a very mystical and powerful place.

Male Speaker #2: Borobudur certainly belongs in the same league as the Hanging Gardens of Babylon and the Parthenon, the Pyramids.

Male Speaker #3: It is unique, as a building, its form is quite unlike any other in the world.  

Narrator: Two centuries ago the Englishman Thomas Stanford Raffles rediscovered one of the world’s most remarkable buildings. A building without parallel, for hundreds of years it lay deserted and hidden in jungle. Raffles attempted to solve its mysteries, but only now, following the complete restoration of its 1.6 million blocks of stone can many of his questions finally be answered.

Male Speaker #2: There would have been several different groups who used Borobudur in different ways. General population probably never got further than the foot of the monument and did most of their worshiping by either walking around the base of it or by participating in some kind of other ceremonies down at the foot of the hill.

Narrator: The images at the very base were intended to be visible to the general public. These scenes of daily life pointedly include portraits of ordinary villagers being horribly punished in Hell for their sins. The temple was constructed in the ninth century at a time when in Western Europe deep in the Dark Ages nothing was built that matched this degree of skill and artistry. It was probably around 780 A.D. that the first block was laid. Borobudur was not designed and built according to a single plan, but evolved over a period of perhaps 60 or 70 years. Excavations done during the recent full-scale reconstruction of the temple have finally explained why the lowest level of relief’s though showing villagers sinning and going to Hell were covered. After perhaps 20 years of construction the weight of the upper levels became too great, the foundations weakened and the temple began to collapse. A massive encircling ring of stone had to be hastily added for support and the lowest reliefs were concealed for a 1000 years. When at last around 850 A.D. the temple was finished it was by far the grandest building in Southeast Asia. According to ancient Javanese belief, mountains and volcanoes were sources of ultimate truth and supernatural power, Borobudur was thus built to symbolize a mountain, with Buddhas in their niches looking much like hermits in mountain caves. There was no structure like this anywhere in the world.
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