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Chapter 31 – Section 1
The Economy – Southeast Asia


Narrator: Hanoi is the capital of what’s officially called the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, but it’s only since 1975 that the north and the south have been reunified. When the two parts joined, the whole country was under Communist rule and closed its doors to the outside world. Fearing for their lives, a lot of Vietnamese people fled, many escaped in small fishing boats and they became known as the boat people, some have never returned to their homeland.

Things have changed a lot since then. People can travel more or less freely and now Vietnam welcomes visitors. The capital city Hanoi, this in the north with the population of 4 million is getting bigger all the time.

But the old quarter is still here and the street names give a clue as to how things have worked for centuries. Hàng means merchandise and each street specializes in different things to sell.

Male Speaker: People use lorries to transport things back at home and out here they just seem to pile everything onto a bicycle.

Bikes are literally used to carry anything and they even come in handy for the street barber. Here in Ho Chi Minh, the biggest city in Vietnam, you witness selling of a very different kind; from children.

Child: Excuse me; you want to buy some postcard? What are you looking for? May I help you?

Male Speaker: Everyday children come into the city to sell their bits and pieces to the business people, to the tourists, to basically anyone with a little bit of loose change.
Child: Excuse me you want to buy my postcard?
Male Speaker: No thanks, I already got some.

Child: But I have a lot of different one that have a thousand, a million of them different, not just only one design, will you help me sell some? Go ahead. Help me.
Male Speaker: I must say your English is very good.
Child: I learned it from the tourists though.
Male Speaker: Yeah, what’s your name?
Child: My name is Han
Male Speaker: Okay, but I want to know if I going to give you the money what you’re going to do with the money?

Child: I need to sell for the money to pay for school, and pay for lunch, pay for help; we need to pay for everything so that’s why we need to go selling. One day we go school in two hour a day. We go morning at 7 o’clock to 9 o’clock in the morning and also at 10 o’clock we start out here for selling postcard.
Male Speaker: So how much are these then?
Child: you get three packet for five dollar.
Male Speaker: Oh. Hard bargain.

Child: Three packet for six dollar but I say you five dollar.  I discount you one dollar I make you a good deal help me, don’t tell anybody okay?

Male Speaker: You’re a very, very, very good businesswoman; you think you’ll be a businesswoman when you’re older?
Child: I think so, I like be a tour guide, or an extra, extra people make movie.

Male Speaker: Oh that’s it, a movie star, I’m sure you’ll certainly be a movie star right?  I’ve only got dong unfortunately.
Child: Dong, 125,000 dong.
Male Speaker: Is this, have I got enough for you, do you think?
Child: Yeah this is one hundred this is 20,000 and that’s 5,000.

Male Speaker: Can you imagine that, she’s already counted the money.  Well there you are Han.
Child: Okay you get three packet.
Male Speaker: Thank you very much.
Child: Thank you for your help.
Male Speaker: And a pleasure doing business with you. Best of luck.
Child: Bye I hope so I see you again.
Male Speaker: See you later.
Child: Okay, bye. 
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