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Chapter 32 – Section 1 
The Land – Australia, Oceania, and Antarctica


Narrator: The Kaitorete Spit, a nearly 30 kilometer long deposit of cobbles and shingle is one of the most fascinating landforms on New Zealand’s coastline. The story of how the spit came about is tightly bound up with the story of many other landforms in the region. The formation of the spit is in fact the last of many events that together have produced the look of the landscape as it is today. One hundred million years ago no spit, no plains, no volcanoes, no mountains. Then 26 million years ago two plates collided and the New Zealand Alps were thrust up. Another plate movement caused lots of earthquakes and the volcanoes sprouted. Two million years ago the temperature dropped and New Zealand got its Ice Age, twelve thousand years ago, the ice melted and left behind thick deposits of drift that became the plains and the coast itself. Material, eroded from the cliffs, gets transported along the coast in the direction of wave attack, if there’s a bend in the coast; the material carries on, forming a spit, the Kaitorete Spit. The spit is a perfect reminder of a crucial fact about physical geography although it often doesn’t look like it, landforms are always changing and on the move rocks actually travel. Those on the Kaitorete Spit are mainly a rock with the strange name of greywacke, exactly the same rock from which the New Zealand Alps were formed. It’s interesting to imagine what kind of a journey a single lump of greywacke might have made.

Male Speaker: It could have been shaken off the top of a mountain by an earthquake, then brought down in a landslide, then carried down the mountain in a glacier, then picked up by a river and brought to the sea, then transported by long shore drift from a 100 kilometers, it’s a very New Zealand story. 

*****

PAGE  
1
All content provided by BBC Motion Gallery

