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Chapter 33 – Section 1
Australia and New Zealand – Cultural Geography

Narrator: A few Pintupi had survived in the desert all this time. Completely isolated from the outside world, this small family group has become legendary. They were the last un-contacted Aboriginal people in the whole of Australia, now known as the ‘bush mob’ for the first time ever they’ve let us go back with them to where they used to live in the desert.
Captioning: My brothers used to hunt animals with spears. Kangaroo, emu, pussycat. I lived on those foods. We ate all sorts of good food then. But today I am protected by medicine.

Narrator: Only the father had ever experienced contact with the wider world and he had hated it. Under the old man’s influence the group avoided any further contact. He had two wives and they raised seven children. A generation grew up with no real knowledge of life outside their own world, except for the very occasional site of strangers.
Captioning: One time I saw a camp. It must have been miners. Mining people. I got frightened. I went back to get my spears, I went back to the sand dune, but they were gone. 
Captioning: We were all frightened and went west. We walked on the grasses so they couldn’t see our tracks.

Narrator: But by the early 1980s it was harder to sustain their isolation if they were to survive. The children had grown and custom required marriage partners from outside their group and then suddenly there was another change.

Male Speaker #1: As time passed the old man died and therefore one of the anchoring elements of the group was lost, that must have brought them to the idea of making outside content.

Narrator: Like countless Aborigines before them the ‘bush mob’ had no idea what they might find when they walked off their homelands. A century before when people had done the same there was a new tribe approaching across the landscape, a white tribe, whose intentions for once were benign. Hermannsburg was one of the first Christian mission stations set up at the end of the 19th century. It was meant as a beacon a magnet, for those who were curious or desperate enough to approach.

Male Speaker #2: Some people saw the Aboriginal people like animals and therefore they could be hunted like animals they wouldn’t even see them as humans that was not the attitude of the missionaries they, I suppose they saw them as people who had been made by God, who ought to be treated like them. And over all the history has been a positive one and the people that, they talk to me, the older people they say that we wouldn’t be here today if it wasn’t for the mission.

Narrator: But as was often the way with missionaries, sanctuary came at a price; success was measured in saved souls. The church set out to break down Aboriginal custom and belief and they did so far more effectively than any white group before.  Was that so bad? Not necessarily traditional tribal law could be appallingly tyrannous and unjust.

Male Speaker #3: Aboriginal way is too hard.  You get killed when you get into trouble for taking someone’s woman or breaking the Aboriginal law. You’ll get killed for that.  That’s why they thought it’s easier the Christian way.

Narrator: Naturally many of the converts were playing the missionaries along. A bit of manual labor and a few hours lip service at prayer meetings was a fair price for food, especially in times of famine. But the Lutherans were persistent their focus was on the young, on education, and gradually a Christian community emerged.
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