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Chapter 33 – Section 2
Oceania – Cultural Geography

Male Narrator: The giant statues of Moai on Easter Island were first seen by Europeans on Easter Sunday 1722, giving the Island its name. Locally it’s known as Rapa Nui. At first explorers didn’t know what they were or who had created them. The story of the Moai is powerful and disturbing. It’s about man’s relationship with his world and with his Gods. It says much about his hopes and fears and the fragile nature of existence. The Moai believed to represent the souls of dead ancestors and face inwards towards the island protecting their descendents. It’s a mystery why so few of Easter Island’s 900 Moai are mounted on their sacred platforms. This is extraordinary; there are dozens of Moai loitering around here on the slope leading up to the quarry, facing all different directions. Some out to sea, some into land, I suppose this is like a storage area for the Moai. They’ve been carved in the quarry right up there, and here I can begin to see the little recesses where they’ve been cut out. I guess slid down here and then stored in these pits. And you see the keen characteristics of the Moai, the jutting chin, the pouty lips, the great extended nose slightly concave with beetling brow. 
Normally after completion in the quarry the Moai would have been dragged using ropes and log rollers down to their platforms by the sea. Here the finishing touches would have been applied. When the Moai have been placed on its ahoo, a hive made of Obsidian, which is a volcanic rock and coral were put in place and those eyes it said brought the Moai to life. But the Moai did not live forever. Long ago, in the midst of time, the cult appears to have been ended by some cataclysmic event. The Moai were almost certainly toppled by rival clans about 500 years ago, when the island descended into civil war. The islanders had cut down most of the island’s trees to move the Moai and didn’t have enough timber left to build fishing boats. So food supplies began running desperately short. The story of Easter Island is really a parable, tells a story of really heaven becoming hell, of benign Gods becoming malign and all to do with the exploitation of resources of the island and frightful things happened.  
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