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Chapter 34 – Section 1
The Economy – Australia, Oceania, and Antarctica


Narrator: The Hewitt’s properties total well over 300,000 acres, that’s about twice the size of Exmoor. On it they run 18,000 cattle, 8000 of which are Herefords, that’s more Herefords on one farm than the entire U.K. herd. Today we’re looking for 220 cattle in a 5000-acre area. Not quite a needle in a haystack, but its nearly 2000 football pitches to cover.

We’re talking about paddocks which over here are massive thousands of acres that field the older paddock is a little tiny field and they’re coordinating the movements of the cattle, if they were to do this just purely with horse people on the ground it would take them weeks I’d imagine. There’s a freshly born calf down there its not very old but it’s amazing how it’s following its mother in and it looks like I don’t know, it’s probably only three or four days old if that.

The calf I saw from the air has to be rescued by Mick. She’s just too small to walk with the other cattle, so she hitches a lift in the back of a truck. I tried to help the other guys muster the cattle into the holding pens before they’re brought down the hill into the yards.

This is the baby calf that I saw from the helicopter and they brought it back in, on the back of the truck, so I’m just going to put him back with his mother.

It’s time to let all the cattle out of the yards my task is to go behind them and drive them out, a pretty dusty job.

This is little Florence the one that got left behind up on the hill and its mother’s just over there so I don’t want to get it left behind. Go on there’s your mummy, go on.  Whoa now, whoa.

A happy ending for Florence and the end of a hard grimy day for me.

*****
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