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Chapter 34 – Section 2
People and Their Environment – Australia, Oceania, and Antarctica


Narrator: It is one of the great natural wonders of the world; everything about this reef is on a staggering scale. It’s more than a thousand miles long and the new marine sanctuary will be the biggest in the world by far. Divers and others closest to the reef are jubilant.

Male Speaker #1: I’ve been diving reef for over 20 years and every dive you do, doesn’t matter where you go you’ll nearly always see something different, there’s from the small things that are down to pinhead size to some of the big things like Humpback Whales, wild sharks, There’s such a diversity on the reef here that is absolutely amazing.

Narrator: But local fishermen say this sanctuary will mean financial ruin. For prawn trawlers like this, a third of the reef will be off limits. Small operators will be worst hit, John Arthur trawls for barramundi just off the coast at Townsville. He says a whole way of life will be lost.

Male Speaker #2: If this proposal goes ahead, it’s probably going to take away anything up to 60 to 70 percent of our income. It has been a fishing port for a long time but it’s slowly dwindling away.

Narrator: But scientist are adamant. Over-fishing is hurting the unique environment, we went diving to see for ourselves what’s at stake, tourists will still be allowed inside the sanctuary. This is an extraordinary place, conservation groups are hoping that the marine sanctuary will help provide an inspiration around this be created around the world, just about everywhere coral reefs are under unprecedented strain due to human activity of one kind or another. In some cases they’re just too popular for their own good. They are in danger of being loved to death. The tourist industry here is strictly regulated, but there is depressing evidence of other damage. These corals are suffering from so called bleaching the life sucked out of them. Rising sea temperatures are thought to be to blame. While elsewhere so called crown of thorn starfish are literally eating the coral away.

Male Speaker #3: It is a very fragile environment people think because it’s so large that it it’s necessarily very robust and in a sense it can recover from many things, but we’re trying to make sure that it’s got that insurance policy that we try and look after the man-made influences so we give the natural environment a chance to recover.

Narrator: The government seems determined. Later this year a critical part of the planet should be returning to its natural state.
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