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Area of Composite Figures
POOLS The dimensions of a  
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pool at the recreation center 
are shown.

1. Describe the shape of 
the pool. See margin.

2. How could you 
determine the area of 
the pool’s floor? Separate the shape into a rectangle and a trapezoid, 
find the area of each, and add to find the total area.

To find the area of a composite figure, separate it into figures with 
areas you know how to find. Then add those areas.

     Find the Area of a Composite Figure

 
 Find the area of the figure at the right. 

6 in. 4 in.

10 in.

6 in.

The figure can be separated into a 
rectangle and a triangle. Find the 
area of each.

Area of Rectangle Area of Triangle

C09-110A-891639

10 in.

6 in.

C09-111A-891639

4 in.

4 in.

A = bh A =   1 _ 
2
  bh

A = 10 • 6 or 60 A =   1 _ 
2
  (4)(4) or 8  The base of the triangle is 

10 � 6 or 4 inches.

The area is 60 + 8 or 68 square inches.

  

Find the area of each figure.

a. 

4 ft

12 ft

10 ft 8 ft

 60 ft2 b. 

2.5 cm

1.5 cm

9.2 cm

 

31.4 cm2

Main Idea
Find the areas of 
composite figures.
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